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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



(Canceled) 

% 

(Currently amended) The medium of claim Wl, wherein the first-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 

y. (Currently amended) The medium of claim +32, wherein the last-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 

(Currently amended) The medium of claim the method further 
comprising, prior to transmitting, tagging the first message, the last message, and the any 
other message of the transaction with a transaction-counter identifier. 

fi. (Original) The medium of clainjX wherein the transaction-counter 
identifier comprises an ordered-counter of bits. 



,6. (Canceled) 

(Currently amended) The medium of claim the method fiirther 




comprising 



changing the transaction-counter identifier; 

tagging a first message of a second transaction with the first-message 
identifier and the transaction-counter identifier as changed; 

tagging a last message of the second transaction with the last-message 
identifier and the transaction-counter identifier as changed; 

tagging any other message of the second transaction with the transaction- 
counter identifier as changed; and, 

transmitting the first message, the last message, and the any other message of 
the second transaction. 
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fi, (Currently amended) The medium of claim 636, wherein the first-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 



Jf, (Currently amended) The medium of claim wherein the last-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 

h \ 

10. (Currently amended) The medium of claim 63^? wherein the transaction- 
counter identifier comprises an ordered counter of bits. 

14 . (Original) The medium of claim/, wherein the transaction-counter 
identifier comprises an ordered counter of bits, and changing the transaction-counter 
identifier comprises incrementing the ordered counter of bits. 

(Canceled) 

13. (Currently amended) The medium of claim 4334, wherein repeating receiving 
an additional message until the additional message received is tagged with one of the first- 
message identifier and a last-message identifier comprises repeating receiving the additional 
message until the additional message received is tagged with one of the first-message 
identifier, the last-message identifier and a transaction-counter identifier unequal to a 
transaction-counter identifier with which the first message is tagged. 




(Original) The medium of claim 13, wherein upon determining that the 
additional message is tagged with the last-message identifier; concluding at least that a 
transaction having a proper first and last message has been received comprises upon 
determining that the additional message is tagged with the last-message identifier and with a 
transaction-counter identifier equal to a transaction-counter identifier with which the first 
message is tagged, concluding at least that a transaction having a proper first and last 
message has been received only upon so determining. 



3 



In re Appln. of Alexander Dadiomov et al. 
Application No. 09/449,832 

15. (Currently amended) The medium of claim +334, wherein the first-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 

16. (Currently amended) The medium of claim 4 334. wherein the last-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 



17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently amended) The medium of claim wherein the transaction- 
counter identifier comprises an ordered counter of bits. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The medium of claim 4^3|, wherein the first-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 

20. (Currently amended) The medium of claim 47 ^^ wherein the last-message 
identifier comprises a bit set to one when tagged and otherwise set to zero. 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3436, further initially comprising, 
at the sender, tagging each message of the transaction as part of the transaction. 




23. (Previously presented) The method of claim 22, further comprising, at 
the received, determining whether each message received after the first message of the 
transaction is tagged as part of the transaction, until the tagged last message of the transaction 
has been received, and concluding at least that a transaction having a proper first and last 
message has been received only upon so determining. 



(Canceled) 
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25. (Currently amended) The sender computer of claim 24 3/, further comprising 
a processor and a computer-readable medium, such that the computer program is executed by 
the processor from the computer-readable medium. 



26-27. (Canceled) 



28. (Currently amended) The received computer of claim 2? S9, further 
comprising a processor and a computer-readable medium, such that the computer program is 
executed by the processor from the computer-readable medium. 

1^9-31. (Canceled) 

32. (Currently amended^ Th e medium of claim K A machine-readable medium 
having instructions stored thereon for execution by a processor of a sender within a message 
transaction svsteni|to perform a method comprismg;: 

tagging a first message of a transaction with a first-message identifier: 
tag ging a last message of the transaction with a last-message idemifier: 
transmitting the first message, the last message, an any other message of the 
transaction; and, 

wherein the any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 

33. (Currently amended) Th e medium of claim 6. A machine-readable medium 
having instructions stored thereon for execution by a processor of a sender within a message 
transaction systcm^to periorm a method comprising: 

tagging a first message of a transaction with a first-message identifier and a transaction- 
counter identifier: 

tagging a last message of the transaction with a last-message identifier and the 

transaction-counter identifier: 

tagging any other message of the transaction with the transaction-counter identitler: 
transmitting the first message, the last message, and the any other message of the 

transaction: and. 
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wherein the any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 

34. (Currently amended) The medium of clatni 12. A machine-readable medium 
having instructions stored thereon for execution by a processor of a receiver within a message 
transaction svstem^to perform a method comprismg: 

receiving a first message: 

determining whether the first message is tagged with a first-message identifier: 

upon determining that the first message is tagged with the first-message identifier. 

repeating receiving an additional message until the additional message received is 
tagged with one of the first-message identifier and a last-message identifier: 

upon determining that the additional message is tagged with the last-message 
identifier, concluding at least that a transaction having a proper first and last message has 
been received: 

otherwise concluding that an error has occurred: 

otherwise concluding that an error has occutTed: and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 

35. (Currently amended) The mediu m ot clai m 17. A machine-readable medium 
having instructions stored thereon for execution by a processor of a receiver within a message 
transaction system^yo^rtomi a metliod comprising: 

receiving a first message: 

determining whether the first message is tagged with a first-message identifier: 
upon determining that the first message is tagged with the first-message identifier, 
repeating receiving an additional message until the additional message received is 
tagged with one of the-first message identifier, a last-message identifier, and an transaction- 
counter identifier unequal to a transaction-counter identifier with which the first message is 
tagged; 

upon determining that the additional message is tagged with the last-message 
identifier and with a transaction-counter identifier equal to a transaction-counter identifier 
with which the first message is tagged, concluding at least that a transaction having a proper 
first and last message has been received: 
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J otherwise concluding that an error has occurred: 
^ otherwise concluding that an error has occurred; and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 

36. (Currently amended) Th e method of claim 2 K A computer-implemented 
L/ method for perrormance withm an transaction message svstenj^comprising: 

at a sender, for a transaction comprising an ordered plurality of messages, tagging a 
first message of the transaction with a first-message identifier and tagging a last message of 
the transaction with a last-message identifier: 

transmitting the messages of the transaction from the sender to a receiver: 
at the receiver, determining whether the tagged first message of the transaction and 
the tagged last message of the transaction have been received, and upon so determining, 
concluding at least that a transaction having a proper first and last message has been received; 
and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 

^} 

3/7. (Currently amended) The sender computer of claim 24. A sender computer 
\y of a message transaction svsteirijcomprising: 

a communication device: 

a computer program designed to set transactional boundaries among messages, such 
that a receiver computer is able to determine whether at least a proper first and last message 
of a transaction have been received, and to transmit the messages via the communications 
device; and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 

38. (Currently amended) Th e s e nder comput e r of claim 26. A sender computer 
ol a message transaction systeni^comprismg: 
a communication devices; 

means for setting transactional boundaries among messages, such that a receiver 
computer is able to determine whether at least a proper first and last message of a transaction 
have been received, and for transmitting the message via the communications device: and. 
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wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 




a communications device: 

a computer program designed to receive messages via the communications device, 
and to determine transactional boundaries among the messages, such that the program is able 
to determine whether at least a proper first and last message of a transaction have been 
received: and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 



a communications device; 

means for receiving messages via the communications device, and for determining 
transactional boundaries among the messages, such that the means is able to determine 
whether at least a proper first and last message of a transaction have been received: and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 



a first computer designed to at least set transactional boundaries among messages, and 
to transmit the messages: 

a second computer designed to at least receive the messages, and to determine the 
transactional boundaries among the messages, such that the second computer is able to 
determine whether at least a proper first and last message of a particular transaction have 
been received: and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 




rec e iv e r comput e r of claim 29, A receiver 




(Currently amended) Th e syst e m of claim 30. A computerized message 




yl, (Currently amended) Th e syst e m of claim 3 1. A computerized message 
transaction svstenixomprising: 
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means for setting transactional boundaries among messages, and transmitting the 
message: 

means for receiving the messages, and for determining the transactional boundaries 
among the messages, such that the means is able to determine whether at least a proper first 
and last message of a particular transaction have been received: and. 

wherein any other message of the transaction is not sequentially tagged. 
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